UMFF Submission FAQs

How do I submit a film?

You can download the submission form from umfilms.org/submit/. And mail all requested materials to us.  Or Online submission through Festhome.com and the others listed on the web sites.
Can I get a fee-waiver?
Unfortunately due to the importance of the film submission revenue in operating the Festival we are unable to offer fee waivers. Recognizing the funding challenges that filmmakers face we encourage you to take advantage of the Early bird deadline.

What formats will you accept for previewing?

We accept region 0 or region 1 NTSC DVD screeners;  On line videos, etc.
What formats will you accept for exhibition?

We accept DVD, blue ray.
What running time do you consider a feature film or short film?

Films with a total running time over 45 minutes are considered a feature film. Films 45 minutes or less are considered short films. This rule is strictly observed.

Do you accept works in progress and rough cuts?

Yes. We will consider rough cuts of films as long as a completed version will be available by the final week of  March. Please note that your submission rate will be based on the date your final cut is received

Can I send in an updated version of a submission I already sent in?

Yes. Please let us know the film is a new version when you send it in and we will swap it out.

What should I include with my submission?

Please make sure your film is labeled, both on the disc and case, with the title, WAB number, contact name, and e-mail address. If your film is a rough cut, please label it as such and list what needs to be completed. If you are a local filmmaker, please label your film to that effect.

Please write your WAB number on the shipment envelope/box.

An e-mail address is required with your submission along with a contact name and title. This information is required so we may acknowledge receipt of your submission. No other acknowledgement will be sent.

Should I include a press kit?

DO NOT INCLUDE A PRESS KIT. We will request a press kit including digital stills if your film is accepted

The information included with your submission application will provide us with all the info we need about your film. We will contact you if we need any additional information.

My film was not accepted last year, can I submit it again this year?

Films submitted in previous years can be resubmitted ONLY if they are new versions of the film. We will not accept films submitted in previous years that have not been changed.

What kinds of films do you accept?

We accept all kinds of films and are not limited to one genre or another with the following exceptions:

· We will not accept   commercials, PSAs, or promotional films.

· Films/videos that have received national U.S. network television (including cable) or theatrical release prior to Festival are not eligible.

· Films/videos that are available for sale on DVD, or available for viewing on the internet, are not eligible.

Will screeners be returned once decisions are made?

No, we are unable to return screeners. Please do not send master copies.

Do you provide feedback if a film is not accepted?

Due to high volume of submissions we are unable to provide feedback on individual entries.

Does UMFF have any premiere policies?

We do not have any official premiere policies, films screened at other festivals domestically and abroad may screen at our festival. However, we prefer if films have not been shown in the local region.

Can I submit multiple films?

Yes. Each film must have its own unique WAB number and separate submission fee.

Where do I send my film?

All screeners can be sent to:

Universe Multicultural Film Festival
P.O.Box 4781
Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca 90275
Please write your WAB number on the envelope.

What is your review process?

All films are viewed by the UMFF programmers and a committee of local and trusted film lovers and professionals. Each film is viewed a minimum of two times, rated, and will move on to the next stage based off those ratings. UMFF programmers will make final decisions and notify filmmakers accordingly. All decisions are final and feedback for individual films is not available.

My question isn’t on this list.

If you have any further questions please feel free to contact us at info@umfilms.org and we will do our best to assist you.
